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Dear Sir: 



This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 



under 37 CFR 1.97(b), or 

(Within three months of filing national application; or date of entry of 
international application; or before mailing date of first office action on the 
merits; whichever occurs last) 

X_ under 37 CFR 1 .97(c) together with either a: 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e), or 

X a $180.00 fee under 37 CFR 1.17(p), or 

(After the CFR 1.97(b) time period, but before final action or notice of 

allowance, whichever occurs first) 

under 37 CFR 1 .97(d) together with a: 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e), and 

a $180.00 fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p). 

(Filed after final action or notice of allowance, whichever occurs first, 

but before payment of the issue fee) 



A Applicant(s) submit herewith Form PTO/1449 Information Disclosure 

^ Statement by Applicant(s) with copies, of patents, publications or other information of 
which applicant(s) are aware, which applicant(s) believe(s) may be material to the 
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examination of this application and for which there may be a duty to disclose in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.56. 

Neither this statement nor the listing of these documents on the accompanying 
Form PTO/1449 should be considered as an admission buy Applicant(s) that these 
materials are prior art as to Applicant(s). In addition, this statement should not be 
construed as a representation that no better disclosure exists. 

In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3) for foreign language documents, Applicant encloses herewith a 
an English-language abstract of the Japanese language document. 

Entry of the Information Disclosure Statement and the accompanying Form 
PTO/1449 are respectfully solicited. 
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Kevin M. Barner, Esq. 
Reg. No. 46,075 
CAHN & SAMUELS, LLP 
2000 P Street N.W. 
Suite 200 

Washington, DC 20036-6924 
Telephone No.: 202-331-8777 
Facsimile No.: 202-331-3838 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.17 and 1.27. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer U S Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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o 



MAR 0 1 2005 



Unds 



*1 



PTO/SB/08a (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



ouDSutute ror Torm 1 44y/vr i u 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


rinmnlot** if Knnwn 


Application Number 


10/038,567 


Filing Date 


01/03/2002 | 


First Named Inventor 


NIELSEN et al. 


Art Unit 


2655 


Examiner Name 


Vo t Huyen X. 


Sheet 1 of 2 


Attorney Docket Number 


MAMC 00-1 9A 02 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Fxaminpr 

^ACM 1 III ICI 

Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number -Kind Code 2 {ifknown) 






US-5.682.526 


10-28-1997 


SMOKOFF et al. 








US-5,845,255 


12-01-1998 


MAYAUD 








US-6, 155,603 


12-05-2000 


FOX 








US-6, 198,389 


03-06-2001 


BUCCOLA 








US-6,385,203 


05-07-2002 


MCHALE et al. 








US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












US- 












us- 












US- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 6 


Country Code 3 - Number 4 - Kind Code 5 (if known) 






JP404057187A 


02-1992 


MURAOKA et al. 





































































































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
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USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U S Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U S Patent and 
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